
   13.3% of the world’s food is lost after harvesting and before reaching retail markets  
and an additional 17% is then wasted at the consumer level.1   
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WHAT

We invest in companies that provide food solutions, helping to ensure a sustainable and effective food system. In particular, 
we focus on companies with activity that contributes to either UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 - Zero Hunger, or 
SDG 12 - Responsible Consumption & Production. 

 

WHY

There are many components to ensuring a sustainable and effective global food system. For any population to survive, and 
indeed thrive, it must be able to access a sufficient supply of food. Sadly - whilst there have been improvements over the 
long term - this is not the case for all, and around one in three people still lack regular access to adequate food. Rapid, albeit 
slowing, population growth continues to increase global food demand and food systems must continuously evolve in order 
to meet this demand. Over the shorter term, geopolitical tensions, including the war in Ukraine, have disrupted food supplies 
and further strained the global food system. Even in the developed world, the cost-of-living crisis has unfortunately forced 
many below the food poverty line. A further related issue is ensuring availability of the right types of food, as these are often 
more expensive. Obesity levels are already on the rise and there is a risk that food inflation may lead some to cheaper, less 
healthy, processed foods.  

There are concrete arguments for ensuring efficient global food systems from both an ethical and economic standpoint. A 
further crucial consideration, however, is the environmental impact of the global food system, with a strong link to climate 
change. Agriculture, forestry & land use accounts for nearly a fifth of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, from cows 
expelling methane to soil decomposition. There can be no credible net zero strategy that does not target significant GHG 
reductions across the food system. 
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This is a marketing communication and is not independent investment research. Financial Instruments 
referred to are not subject to a prohibition on dealing ahead of the dissemination of marketing 
communications. Any reference to any securities or instruments is not a personal recommendation 
and it should not be regarded as a solicitation or an offer to buy or sell any securities or instruments 
mentioned. Investors should remember that the value of investments, and the income from them, 
can go down as well as up and that past performance is no guarantee of future returns. You may not 
recover what you invest. All images in this document are sourced from iStock.
Quilter Cheviot and Quilter Cheviot Investment Management are trading names of Quilter Cheviot 
Limited.  Quilter Cheviot Limited is registered in England with number 01923571, registered office at 
Senator House, 85 Queen Victoria Street, London, EC4V 4AB. Quilter Cheviot Limited is a member of the 
London Stock Exchange and authorised and regulated by the UK Financial Conduct Authority and by the 
Jersey Financial Services Commission in Jersey. Accordingly, in some respects the regulatory system that 
applies will be different from that of the United Kingdom.
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If you would like more information, please visit quiltercheviot.com. 

HOW 

There are many potential solutions to food sustainability challenges, some are emerging and evolving whilst others are more 
established. Of these growth areas, we consider some currently investable, such as food safety and testing, and climate control 
and refrigeration systems. There are also areas that we do not yet view as investable for our Sustainable Investment Strategy. 
We carefully monitor the progress of such areas, however, and are poised to invest once the technology is sufficiently mature. 

A critical challenge within the current food system is wastage with 13.3% of the world’s food lost after harvesting and before 
reaching retail markets and an additional 17% then wasted at the consumer level1. One example solution that we support 
is innovative packaging that can help by extending the shelf life of foods. When considering the climate implications of 
different food types, meat and dairy generate the most GHG emissions for their calorific content and this is leading a trend 
towards alternative proteins amongst the environmentally conscious. For general efficiency improvements in agriculture, 
solutions are emerging from technological innovation in farming machinery, to vertical farming  - a process that involves 
using indoor plant farms where crops are grown in vertically stacked layers and lighting powered by solar panels that allow 
inputs to the farming process to be meticulously monitored and analysed. 

COMPANY EXAMPLES

DS Smith   
British Supplier of Packaging
The company provides consumer packaging solutions, offering sustainable, plastic-free packaging, integrated 
recycling services, and sustainable paper products. It has a leading market position across Europe and a 
good track record for innovation and forming profitable partnerships with consumer facing customers.  
SDG 12: It makes an impact by producing food packaging which is designed to extend shelf-life, reducing 
waste. 

Kubota
Japanese Supplier of Agricultural Equipment 
The company is a leading global supplier of equipment to the agricultural sector, enjoying a high share of the 
Asian agricultural market, particularly in Thailand and China. It sells equipment for use in farming including 
tractors and combine harvesters, as well as smart and automated equipment with a focus on increasing 
efficiency while reducing labour intensity. It also specialises in equipment for rice farming, which it sells in 
developing nations such as Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 
SDG 2: It makes an impact by helping to end hunger and achieve food security through sustainable 
agricultural processes.
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